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itself.    That under such, a system the* functions of government could have been carried on at all was due entirely to the habits of self-iestramt, which the Romans had engraved into their nature    They were called a nation of kings,   kings over their own appetites, passions, and  inclinations.    They were not imaginative, they  weie not intellectual,  they had little   national  poetry,  little  art, little  philosophy. They -were moral and piactical     In these two directions the force that was in them entuely ran     They were free politically, because freedom meant to them, not freedom to do as they pleased, but freedom to do what was right; and eveiy citizen, before he arrived at his civil privileges, had been schooled in the discipline of obedience.    Each head of a household was absolute mastei of it, mastei over his children and servants, even to the extent of life and death    What the father was to the family, the gods were to the whole people, the awful lords and ruleis at whose pleasure   they   lived    and   breathed     Unlike   the Greeks,   the  reveiential   Romans invented no idle legends about the supeinatuial woild     The gods to them were  the guardians of the State, whose will in all things they were bound to seek and to obey. The forms in which they endeavoied to learn what that will might be were childish or childlike    They looked  to signs  in the  sky, to thunder-storms and comets and shooting  stars     Buds, winged messengers, as they thought them, between earth and heaven, were celestial indicatois of the gods' commands    But omens and augunes were but the outward symbols, and the Romans, like all  senous peoples, went to their own heaits for their real guidance.    They had a  unique religious pecubanty, to which no lace of